
 Note from Keith Rush:
Good morning...    
January traffic stats.  Route 20 goes significantly against the trend again  this month. Vehicles down 5.45% on the 
month and 2.07 YTD, with passengers  down 7.64% on the month and 2.36% YTD.    
Regards,    Keith 
 
 
Subject: January 2013 Traffic Update 
 
Fifty-three years.  Long time to be hitched. 
 
So what would BCF like to receive from its long-time partner for Valentine's day? 
 
Better than flowers?  Better even than chocolates? 
 
Right!  Traffic.  More traffic.  Wheels on the decks, bums on the seats and money in the till. 
 
And so it was, as January's traffic stats rolled in yesterday. 
 
Vehicle traffic up 3.49% over last January.  Passenger traffic up 1.73%. The increases spread uniformly 
over the system.  Have a look at the attached graphs. 
 
The northern/central coast routes once again shooting the lights out with traffic gains off the scale.  Third 
month in a row.  While the percent increases are substantially bucking the trend of the past months and 
years, it should be noted that the 12.5% increase in vehicle traffic on rte 10 was the result of just 53 more 
vehicles than last January.  For rte 11, it took just 68 vehicles to produce the 12.2% increase.  So, while 
the percentages are stunning, the actual numbers are minuscule compared to the system counts.  Still, 
encouraging.  Gains are better than losses. 
 
Tempering the euphoria just a bit, we've discussed how year-over-year stats are a reflection of what was 
happening last year as well as this year?  As reflected on the thirteen month graph, traffic last January 
was particularly off, making it easier to look good this January.  This is confirmed on the January traffic 
graph following.  Last January was particularly unfortunate. While the increase this January is a step in 
the right direction, it just tempers the downward trend line. 
 
The fun-with-graphs section includes a look at how the year-to-date numbers stabilize as the year 
progresses and are pretty much locked in by the end of summer.  February will be different than last year 
as there's one fewer days this year, but there's also an added long weekend. If SGI traffic is an 
indicator, the long weekend, with the free kid promotion, will likely deliver a significant boost.  March this 
year will have the extra bonus of half an Easter long weekend.  While both months have some 
uncertainty, what is certain is that whatever the monthly numbers are, they won't change the 
year to date numbers very much. 
 
Why all the graphs?  Because any single look at a traffic number can be misleading.  Like looking at a 
house from one direction only.  Adding the extra dimensions provides a more complete picture.  'More 
complete' is good. 
 
And finally, today marks the birthdate of George Washington Gale Ferris, Jr, born Feb 14, 1859.  He gave 
the world the Ferris Wheel in 1893, forever establishing the principle that what goes around comes 
around.   
 
Just like fare increases and traffic declines. 
 
Happy Valentine's Day 
 
Brian 

 


